Ray Keightley
Birth and Childhood
29 April 1920, at Narma Private Hospital, South Terrace, Adelaide. Parents were Herbert Clair Keightley and Amy Isobel Chambers. I attended Unley Infant School, then Unley Primary School, finishing at Unley Super Primary School. I can remember walking home to lunch during the lunch break.
Marriage
I became engaged to marry Joan on 17 June 1941. Needless to say, my enlistment caused a lot of heartache.

25 February 1943, at Unley Methodist Church Hyde Park Road, Hyde Park, to Dorothy Joan Langdon, of 4 Gurr St Goodwood Park. We met at a dance in Wayville Institute, April 1937.

Residences

Early childhood at Chatham Road Keswick. Moved to 7 Mizpah Avenue Unley when aged about 3 years.
Lived with parents-in-law from time of demobilisation (30 January 1946) until December 1948, when our home at Lot 39 Cooper Angas Grove neared completion (no electricity, no bath, and borrowed electricity from Gordon and Lorna Morgan at No.9).

Employment

I left school as soon as I was legally able, to look for work to assist the family income. My father had been employed as a wire worker at Cyclone Fence and Gate Co, but was stood down during the Great Depression. I have a vivid memory of my father collecting kerosene cases from the local grocery shop, and making egg trays and hawking them around the district. He also collected bags of sawdust from Unley Timber Trading and walked them home on my bike. I had made a sawdust burning heater from a large Minty tin. Sawdust was rammed in with two pieces of broom handle forming a flue. On removal of the broom handles, the sawdust was ignited at the side hole and would burn for hours. It was a slow combustion stove ideal for cooking stews, soup, etc.
I worked on Saturday mornings at a Green Grocery shop on the corner  of Mary St and Unley Road. Also at a butcher shop on Unley Road, delivering meat orders.
My first full time job was with J McGaskill, a back yard engineering works at Hardys Road Underdale, a General Engineer. Cycled from Unley daily. Because of the distance, and the poor disposition of the employer, I resigned after a few weeks. He seemed gentle but was quite brutal. He had an Essex motor car that was started by a crank handle. He was highly amused when it kicked back when I cranked it.

I also spent some time at the Youth Occupational Centre (O.B.I., Wakefield St, Torrensville.
I joined a queue of some one hundred applicants for a position at H Lightburn and Sons, Motor Garage, 1 Unley Road, North Unley. Was fortunate to be the successful applicant. I served five years as an apprentice in motor mechanics, fitting and turning, and the installation of machinery and plant. We also did re-boring engines and re-metalling white metal bearings.
Joined RAAF early 1940, and accepted as an engine fitter. But placed on Reserve because of reserved occupation.

Left Lightburns 1 June 1940 to commence work at H G Hogan, a general Engineer in Eliza (or Cannon?) Street Adelaide. I was called up for Military Service but was rejected because my occupation.

We started working twelve hour shifts in 1941. I became fed up and joined the A I F 21 October 1941 with cousin Eric Pearce Burgess.

Military Service

A near neighbour used to leave white feathers in the family car; obviously was not aware I was on the RAAF Reserves, and that Maurice was already on active service.
The usual formula for new recruits, vaccinations, injections, issue of kit and rifle (mine was a 1916 Lee Enfield), and endless route marches, usually to the nearest hotel! Initially trained at Wayville Showgrounds.

We embarked by train to Melbourne, where at Spencer Street station, Eric and I were informed they had no paperwork for us. We were sent out to Caulfield Racecourse until they found out what to do with us. Issued with palliases which we had to fill with straw, before bedding down for the night in horse stables.

Before leaving Adelaide, Eric and self had arranged with Colonel Pounsett (Jean Burgess’s boss), for us to be drafted as reserves in the Ninth Division, now in the Middle East. Don Burgess, Norman Ahrendt (Jeans husband), and Maurice were already over there. Apparently, this arrangement became fouled up. A visit to Victoria Barracks Melbourne resolved the situation, and Eric and self were drafted to Bendigo Showgrounds. This was a training camp for the Army Ordnance corps from where we were to be drafted to Don and Norm’s Unit in the Middle East.
The Japanese entry into the war put an end to this arrangement. Eric was drafted to the 2/1 Mechanical Equipment Coy, Royal Australian Engineers, Liverpool in December 1941. I paraded to the camp Major and explained our relationship, and was successful in joining Eric. Liverpool was a WW1 camp, and was very Spartan. A highlight was a visit by Joan (18 December 1941), who had managed to come over with her friend Lorna Compton. I tried to obtain private accommodation at a private home in Liverpool, but when we three turned up with a pineapple in a brown paper bag, it must have appeared like a flagon of wine. We virtually had the door slammed in our faces. The local hotel was much more sympathetic and the girls were booked in. I managed to leave camp at night, only to be chased by a friend who said the Major wanted me. He gave me a stripe – Lance Corporal Keightley. I was not very impressed, and would have been much happier to have been with Joan.
Left Liverpool March 1942, for Katherine NT, April 1942. We stayed at a transit camp at Terowie SA, then train to Alice Springs. Transported by truck to Larrimah, then train to Katherine. We camped overnight on the banks of the Katherine River, near the ford to Pine Creek, having marched from town. We set up camp near to where the hotel was in ‘We of the Never Never’. We spent the next twelve months in Katherine where our Company was to build the section of the Alice Springs to Darwin road, from Larrimah to Katherine. Our early equipment consisted of picks and shovels, to be replaced later with tractors and trucks, all of which were in various states of disrepair.
I returned to Engineer Training Camp, Kapooka (near Wagga Wagga) in February 1943. We arrived at night to cold weather and cold showers. This was a little hard to take after twelve months in the Top End. I went on leave and phoned Joan from the Royal Park Melbourne Transit Camp, and arranged our forthcoming marriage. 

We married in the Unley Methodist Church, King William Road Hyde Park, on Thursday 25 February 1943. The reception was at the ‘Arcadia’ in the basement of Bowman’s Arcade, King William Street Adelaide. We received news of Maurice’s arrival back in Australia during the day. Revs Louis Humphrey and Rex Steadman officiated. Cousin Brenda Wiadrowski sang at the wedding. The photos were taken at La Fayette, Rundle Street. We spent the night at ‘The Grosvenor’. The next day we caught the train to Port Elliott, and stayed at ‘Burlington House’. 
I returned to Kapooka Camp for training. Pre-embarkation leave was only given to those who could return to camp within 24 hours. South Aussies were excluded. Most went AWOL including self. We took the train to Wagga, Melbourne and Adelaide. Had a couple of close shaves with Provosts, but made it safely back to be demoted to Sapper. Joined the rear party to Liverpool driving a tipper truck. We stayed over-night in Goulburn, sleeping in the truck – freezing cold. 

I embarked from Townsville in mid 1943 for Port Moresby PNG, I think on the ‘Taroona’. Dreadfully crowded three tiered bunks everywhere – it was very stuffy, especially as seasickness took over. We arrived at Port Moresby and camped at Riga Road, seventeen miles out from Moresby. Japanese air raids on airstrips kept us alert. The worst was the falling shrapnel from our anti aircraft guns. Search lights created interest especially when they latched onto a Japanese plane. An American Liberator bomber with a full load of bombs crashed near our camp, killing all the crew. This was a very upsetting experience as search lights were focused on it right up to the time of the crash.
We boarded an LST (Landing Ship Tank) at Port Moresby for Buna. We stopped at Milne Bay, but a ‘red alert’ made our stay very brief. We were laden with ammunition and only a dozen or so of us on board. We were an advance party, and enjoyed the hospitality of the American crew. Coffee on tap all the time.

We stayed for a time in Buna,  a dreadful place. We camped in a swamp alive with rats. We lost one of our Sergeants there with scrub typhus, malaria and black water fever. Poor fellow did not have a chance. We were caught one night with lights on. Fortunately, the Japanese bomber missed – too close for comfort, though.
We embarked for Lae, sailing up the Huon Gulf at night because of Japanese aircraft activity. We unloaded in the dark in a hurry, because our LST wanted to clear the gulf before dawn. We set up camp on a disused airstrip at Malahang, within a short distance of the Busu River, an extremely fast flowing stream. The township of Lae was flattened.

We had trouble with Japanese stragglers left behind after Lae was captured. Latrines were situated in high Kunai grass, and a night visit was worrying with noises by nocturnal animals and trigger happy sentries. We did manage to flush out two Japanese one night. Poor fellows did not have a chance. While in Lae, I managed to drive up the Markam Valley and went to Zenag, on the road to Wau. A very scary trip on a ‘road’ cut from the side of the mountains. Most spectacular scenery.
We returned to Australia on ‘the Ormiston’. A very rough trip, huge seas, was sea sick. Disembarked at Newcastle 6 August 1944.

Following leave, I was sent to Waterproofing School, Trinity Beach, Cairns. Trained at Petrie, Qld, before embarking for Moratai, Labuan Island, Borneo and Brunei

I returned to Queensland and demobilised 30 January 1946. I attained the rank of Sergeant. 

Employment

I returned to H G Hogan for employment till 1949, when I started with Industrial Products Ltd (later Caroma), a plastics manufacturer. I started as a foreman, and stayed there till June 1976. I was Sales Engineer and finally Plant Manager.
Following a period of about twelve months, I commenced as a Director of Gadac Pty Ltd, a plastics manufacturer in Norwood. I retired in April 1982 aged 62 years.

Further Education

I spent twelve months at the then School of Mines studying Engineering Drawing and Design. Although I passed, I was advised I could not continue because of not holding a Leaving Maths Certificate ( a neat way of reducing the number of rehab trainees). I transferred to an Advanced Machine Shop Practice  course. Because of too many in the class, it was hopeless to continue because one could attend lessons but not be able to obtain a machine to practice.

I attended a Dale Carnegie Course, which I topped.

Hobbies and Interests – singing
I joined Unley Methodist Choir in 1946. Commenced tuition with Marjory Hartley about 1950 until 1956. I enrolled at the Elder Conservatorium of Music in 1956, with Clement Q Williams, who unfortunately died about 1960. I returned to the Conserv. In May as a pupil of Arnold Matters. I was accepted as a principal role in Verdi’s Don Carlos (Inquisitor), as well as parts in various opera workshops arranged by the Conservatorium. I remained with Mr Matters until his retirement. I was coached by Miss Alison Holder and Vivienne Langley during this time.

I appeared in the 1962 Adelaide Festival of Arts singing the title role in ‘Noah’s Flood. And in the 1964 Festival as the First Legate in the “Play of Daniel with the Deller Consort, in Bonython Hall.

During 1954 to 1956, I sang principal roles in the Unley High School operas, ‘The Emperor’s Nightingale’, ‘The Black Tulip’ and ‘A Persian Fantasy’, all written by Duncan McKie.

I appeared as Joe in ‘Showboat’ in 1963, at the Adelaide Town Hall.

I toured several country areas as a vocalist with a group under the Dept of Adult Education and the Arts council of SA.

I was a frequent soloist with the Y.W.C.A. Music Lovers Club in North Adelaide.

I was a member of the Armidian players, an Adelaide ensemble specialising in the music of the French Baroque. We toured Sydney, Canberra (June 1971) and Melbourne under the auspices of Alliance Francais. We also had concerts in Adelaide. The conductor was Phillippe Beaussant, then Dean Patterson.
I was bass soloist in Mozart’s  Requiem with the Flinders and Adelaide Choral Societies. 13 July 1973 at Sturt College, and 14th at Bonython Hall.

I sang with the Bach Choir at the Adelaide conservatorium in several productions in Elder Hall and Bonython Hall.

Member of the Festival Chorale (ABC), and made several recordings.

I joined Rosimond Illing in a recording of . . .

I am a Life Member of the Adelaide Choral Society.

I was a member of the Pilgrim Church Choir for 20 years, till about 1990.
Hobbies and Interests – Photography and Gardening

I did a photography course with the WEA.

Secretary and then President of the Australian Camellia Research Society (Adelaide Plains Branch)
Additional Notes by Anne Squire
In Primary school, I had to ask father about the war. He commented “we saw things that no man should see, and had to do things that man should do”. Nothing else was forthcoming. In his later years, he said “two Japanese boys came out of the bush. It was them or me. I had to shoot someone else’s sons.” This may have been in New Guinea/Lae.
Ray’s army nickname was ‘pullthrough’. He was 6’ 4” and quite skinny. Named after a piece of rifle cleaning equipment. Ray was an accomplishe fitter and turner, and used lathes, etc, to make many items in his spare time. Examples included airplane models and a paper knife. He once used mother of pearl to make a cross.
We did not see his army service photo album until after he died. I was able to retrace his photos in Sabah, Borneo, Brunei, Miri, Sandikan, Labaun, to see the places he served.

He wanted nothing to do with Anzac Day in Adelaide. In his seventies, he met mates in Sydney for an Anzac Day reunion two years in a row. He occasionally called in to meet a mate in Apsley in Victoria, when driving to and from Victoria to see his children.

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder – his anxiety levels increased as he grew older. He always came home for lunch during his working life., to lunch with Joan, his wife. She went to all his singing performances , and was ‘a rock’ for him.Ray’s cousin Eric Burgess survived the war, but drowned his memories with alcohol and died young.

Anne and Joan were talking with Joan’s legatee and came to the realisation that Ray would have been in the front line, constructing access roads and airfield runways, while potentially being at risk of attack.
Ray’s increasing anxiety attacks as he grew older impaired his singing and life. He tried medication (Beta blockers), and hypotherapy. One singing coach (Arnold Matters) told dad that if the war had not intervened, he could have been a top Australian double bass singer.
Ray returned from war service a smoker. Joan said it was cigarettes or me, so Ray quit smoking. This came to light when we tried to get a Gold Card for Joan. The Gold Card was, however, declined, because Ray did not exhibit any of the defined ailments. This was hotly disputed by family, and we pointed but to no avail.
Joan remembered the day and the family anguish when Ray’s younger brother Malcolm was killed when his aircraft crashed. Defence personnel walked slowly up the street, gathering an increasing following of neighbours, and delivered the telegram.
Ray de-mobbed in Cairns. He always told Joan how beautiful it was, and that he would take her there one day. He never did, but she did get there with Anne much later.

Ray’s war service medals have been framed, and are held by his son Paul Keightley, living in Hervey Bay.

Notes on Ray Keightley’s Unit,  2/1st Australian Mechanical Equipment Company,
Royal Australian Engineers, A. I. F.

A History of the Raising of the 2/1st Mechanical Equipment Coy., RAE., AIF. 
Looking back over 50 years  1941 – 1995.

Early in the Second World War, the Defence Department realised the need for earth moving machines to be used in war zones such as the Middle East and in sea-borne landings in the Pacific zone. In October 1941, army authority was given to raise such a unit of officers and men to handle dozers and all types of earth moving equipment.

Recruitment began in all States, and the men selected came from Shires, State Road Departments, Water Boards, rural tractor operators, and men with experience and fitting qualifications. The unit was to consist of Headquarters and four sections. Headquarters had ex-commisioner for Main Roads Col. A Toyer and Capt. K E Blacket.

· Section 1 – Northern Command, Capt. Vidgen and Lt. Gibson, Qld.
· Section 2 – Eastern Command, Lt. Sweet and Lt. Hatcher, NSW.

· Section 3 – Eastern Command, Capt. Bright and Lt. J Brown, NSW.

· Section 4 – Southern Command, Capt. J K Longmuir and Lt E M Harvey, Vic.

Later, Major D A White replaced Col. Toyer as Officer Commanding, and the unit went into camp at Liverpool. Training commenced in December 1941 with Sergeant Majors F Field and P Mortimer, under Lt. Frazer in charge.
On 9 February 1942, advance warning was given that a section was to proceed at an early date, and No. 1 section in command of Capt. Vigin was selected to be equiped with all plant, and on 17 February, 18 sappers under Lt. Gibson feft Mascot by Lockheed plane for Morseby. On the same day, one sergeant and 43 sappers under Capt. Vigin departed by the flying boat ‘Corinna’ for Morseby. On 10 March 1942, the MV ‘Macdhui’ arrived at Morseby with the plant and 19 sappers and 2 NCO’s.
The section in Morseby immediately went to work on the drome and roads that were being damaged by enemy bombing. The Japanese had occupied Lae and allied air transport to Buioio [may be Bulolo?] had almost ceased so it became urgent that an escape route be surveyed to evacuate people in Buioio. Capt. Vidgin, Lt Fox, Cpl Swanson and Sapper Cribb walked a survey route and suggested a route that would start from Bulldog 80 miles up the Lakakamu River, to follow the Eioa River, thence up the Owen Stanleys to a height of 8,000 feet, to finish at Edie Creek, a distance of 38 miles.The work began in January 1943 under command of Col. Reinhold.

In April 1943, one officer and 24 OR’s of Section 1 2/1st M.E.Coy arrived from Morseby and took control of all mechanical equipment. They worked on the road under trying conditions of extreme heat to intense cold and rain, coupled with high malaria infection until 1st August when platoon 4 under Lt. Carter took over from Lt. Anderson, who, with the sappers of the original Section 1, returned to Morseby and thence to Australia to be disbanded. Some of this group were absorbed into the re-organised 2/3 Rly Construction Coy.
After Section 1 left for New Guinea, the remainder of the unit under Maj. White, O.C., entrained for the Northern Territory on 30 March 1942. They arrived at Katherine on 11 April, and set up their Headquarters. Work commenced at once on the remaining section of the North-South road, and a summary of the unit’s work follows.

· Construction and maintenance of 35 miles of the North-South road from Katherine to Maranboy.

· Construction of numerous roads in the area.

· Complete maintenance of the North-South road Larramah to Elliott, 120 miles.
· In Darwin sub-artesian basin, dismantling Vesty’s freezers.

· Berry Springs, construction of seven miles of roads and sub-roads.

· During the period June to August 1941, road work was carried out on a 24 hour basis by Sections 2, 3 and 4 in 8 hour shifts using the same plant and motor transport. Night work was made possible by flood lighting gravel pits and the road head, with flares being used to mark the centre line.

Platoons 3, 2 and 1 in New Guinea
On 12 August 1943, platoon 3 under Capt. R L Frasser and Lt. N S Duncan, and platoon 2 under Capt. M Sweet and Lt. L Gilchrist moved to Milne Bay.Platoon 3 was attached to 20th Brigade 9 Division and joined a convoy at Buna. The Brigade landed at Hopoi, north of Lae, on 4 September, and with 7 Division, occupied Lae on 16 September. Platoon 2  left Ord Bay by barge for Lae.
On 21 September 1943, platoons 3 and 1 joined a convoy  for Finnschaven, and on 22 September, landed with the 20th Brigade at Scarlet Beach. ‘Blue’ Norm Bashforth awarded a M.M. in this action.

The platoons afforded engineer support during the capture of Satelberg and the drive to Sio where 9 Division handed over to 5 Division and returned to Australia on 13 January 1944. The platoons were attached to 5 Division and went to Madang working on roads and the airstrip. H.Q.’s platoons 3 and 1  left Madang on 3 August aboard MV ‘Van Heutz’.
Borneo and the Japanese Surrender

In February 1945 the unit enterred camp at Petrie, Qld., and had an M.T. platoon under Lt. J H Hunter added to the strength. On 3rd March the unit left on MV ‘Searray’ for Morotai to prepare roads and camp sites for 7 and 9 Divisions due in May. In June, the unit joined a convoy for the Borneo invasion, and on 10 June, platoon 4 under Lt. Griffith landed at Brookton on the mainland. Platoon 2 under Capt. E Harvey and Lt. Try and platoon 3 under Capt. N S Duncan and Lt. J Hunter landed on Labuan Island.

Organised resistance ceased on 21st June and the Japanese surrender came on 14 August 1945. The unit was redundant and come home under the points system

The unit was a very small cog in a vast machine but we are proud of it at the mates we served with. We march with prode behind our banner each Anzac Day, and they come from near and far just for those few precious hours to mingle again. Bill Earl from Mt Gambier sums it up with these few lines:
    Close the ranks of aging comrades
    Grasp the friendly hand that cheers
    Count it an honour to have known you
    Looking backwards more thn 50 years.
This history was compiled by E Mallan NX84902 of Sydney, a sergeant in the unit.
Editor note: the original document is difficult to read and some location names may need correcting.

Service Record

Date of Enlistment – 21 October 1941

Place – Adelaide

Date of Birth – 29 April 1920

Place of Birth – Adelaide

Trade or Occupation – Fitter and Turner

Religion – Methodist

Marital Condition –
(1) Single 

(2) later married

Next of Kin –
(1) Herbert Clair Keightley, 7 Mizpah Ave Unley (father)



(2) Dorothy Joan Keightley, Gurr St Unley (wife)

Service and Casualty Form
	Date recorded
	From
	Notes
	Event Date
	Place to
	Authority and Signature

	23 Oct 1941
	RRD
	Reported for Duty RRD, taken on strength
	21 Dec 1941
	4MD
	MOB2, 39/41

	5 Nov 1941
	Mob3
	Entrained 4MD for 3MD, Australian Army Ordnance School
	5 Nov 1941
	HMD
	Mob3

	8 Nov 1941
	R&J
	Transferred from RRD Wayville SA
	6 Nov 1941
	Caulfield
	

	14 Nov 1941
	R&J
	Transferred to AAOC Training Dept
	12 Nov 1941
	Caulfield
	

	14 Nov 1941
	AAOC
	Transferred from R&T Caulfield
	13 Nov 1941
	Bendigo
	

	15 Dec 1941
	
	
	
	
	

	15 Dec 1941
	
	
	
	
	

	15 Dec 1941
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	to be added to . . .
	
	
	


