
Duncan BUCHANAN  1819 – 1890 
 

Duncan BUCHANAN was the only one of our South Australian pioneers to have spent several years in 

another continent, before emigrating here. He was born in Scotland, went to Argentina at the age of 

20 years, and worked in pastoral pursuits for 14 years before returning to Scotland. Still unmarried, 

but disliking the Scottish climate, he emigrated to South Australia, settling immediately in Mt 

Gambier. Duncan was a real adventurer, and a skilled horseman, when he arrived at the Mount. 

We know his parents, John BUCHANAN and Janet WEIR, but I can find no evidence of their marriage 

nor births. Duncan was born in 1819 on the west of Scotland, close to the Isle of Mull, in Argyllshire. 

He had one brother that I can find, Charles, born 1821. 

We have a substantial obituary of Duncan’s life from the Mt Gambier and Adelaide press, which 

gives details of his early life. In Argentina, he worked around the Buenos Aires area, and acquired 

exceptional horsemanship skills. He also lost an eye at some point. Duncan left Argentina because of 

the unfavourable laws of the country, and returned to Scotland. He almost immediately left for 

Australia and most likely arrived in Portland, Victoria, and then travelled overland to Mt Gambier. He 

worked as a stockman for two years before taking up farming at Square Mile, South East of Mt 

Gambier. 

Duncan married Christina McARTHUR in 1857. She was almost 20 years younger than Duncan, and 

they went on to have ten children, five boys and five girls. Their second child and eldest daughter, 

Flora BUCHANAN was born in 1860. On Duncan’s death in 1890, Christina build a new house on Bay 

Road, Mt Gambier, and moved there with the girls. The boys stayed on the farm, and ran their 

substantial abbatoir on the property. 

Flora married Hugh Henry BARRETT in 1880, and they had four children, including Anne’s 

grandmother Effie BARRETT. You can read about the BARRETT family from my narrative previously 

published. 
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