
Joseph MUSSON  1796 - 1869 
 

Joseph MUSSON was born and grew up in the village of Long Clawson, south east of Nottingham, 

England, but moved to Grantham where he worked as a Boatman and Carrier. Here, he met and 

married Ann ROGERS in 1822. They spent 26 years together, and produced seven children. When 

Ann died in 1848, the family discussed a move to South Australia and Adelaide. From here, the 

MUSSON name is entwined with the PRIEST family. Son Richard MUSSON married Frances PRIEST in 

Grantham, and daughter Frances MUSSON married John PRIEST after they arrived in Adelaide. 

Richard and Frances emmigrated first in 1851 on the ship ‘Omega’. Then daughter Ann came to 

Melbourne in 1854 (on the ‘Ontario’), and our Joseph came to Adelaide, with the rest of his family, 

also in 1854, aboard the ship ‘Emigrant’. 

Joseph’s grandfather was probably Joseph MUSSON of Long Clawson, where he married Mary some 

time before 1757. We can identify six children from the parish records, the eldest being  another 

Joseph, born and baptised in 1757, still in Long Clawson. Joseph married Mary HOLMES in 1792, and 

they had eight children in Long Clawson. 

The second child and first son of this Joseph and Mary was yet another Joseph, born in 1796. This is 

the Joseph of this narrative, but he moved to Grantham, probably in his teens, and worked as a 

boatman and carrier, and must have been well educated. He married Ann ROGERS in 1822 in 

Grantham. They attended the Primitive Methodist Chapel in Commercial Road, Grantham, where 

Joseph is recorded as the Treasurer. Ann died in 1848, of Typhus Fever, and this is most likely the 

trigger for the family to consider emmigration. 

Joseph and Ann had seven children by 1839, all born in Grantham, and the third child, Richard, was 

born in 1829. Richard married Fanny PRIEST in 1849, starting the close connection to the PRIEST 

family. Richard and Fanny MUSSON left for Adelaide in 1851, with the PRIEST family. Richard must 

have sent back good reports, because the rest of the MUSSON’s followed within a few years. 

Richard’s published obituary tells us he worked around the Port, except for a short period when he 

travelled to the gold diggings at Bendigo to try for a fortune. We suspect that did not eventuate, for 

he returned to work for J HART and Co, later becoming the Adelaide Milling Company. These were 

one of the State’s biggest and best flour millers of the time. The mill buildings still appear to be 

standing on the bank of Port Creek, west of the town centre. 

Richard and Fanny MUSSON had eight children, mostly born in North Adelaide, but around 1864, 

they had moved to the Port Adelaide area where their last two children were born. Their sixth child 

was Fanny MUSSON, born in 1862. She married John Albert RANN in 1889, at Port Adelaide. I have 

written about the RANN family previously, and their narratives lead from the RANN family to 

RUNDLE then to SQUIRE. John and Fanny RANN are Jan SQUIRE’s great grandparents. 
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