
Peter MCARTHUR  1805 – 1892 

Peter MCARTHUR was 47 years of age when he arrived in Portland, Victoria, in 1852. He brought his 

third wife and all of his eleven children with him to start a new life in Mount Gambier. His first two 

wives had died young, so is that why he moved half way around the world? There were also major 

changes to agriculture in Scotland at the time, so he probably had many reasons to make the move. 

Peter and Isabella had one more child in Mount Gambier, so they would have made a significant 

contribution to the local population. 

Peter’s grandfather was Edward MCARTHUR, born in the 1730’s, and married Anne HOUSTOUN in 

1761 in the parish of Kilbarchan, just west of Glasgow. One of their children was Edward McARTHUR, 

baptised in 1771 in Kilbarchan. Edward married Janet MCEACHERN by 1805, when Peter was born on 

the Isle of Mull, in March 1805. 

Peter married three times, but sadly his first two wives died early. His first wife was Cirsty 

LIVINGSTONE, and they married in 1827. Two children followed, but I cannot discover what 

happened to Cirsty. Peter married again in 1833, to Mary MORISON, and had five more children, the 

fourth being Christina MCARTHUR. Again, I cannot discover what happened to Mary, but Peter has 

all the children when he marries Isabella MCLEAN in 1842. This couple have four children in 

Scotland, making a total of eleven children when Peter and Isabella leave Liverpool for Australia. 

They arrived in Portland, Victoria in December 1852, and at once headed to Mt Gambier. Peter 

worked for the pastoralist Dr WEHL for three years at Compton, before buying land and farming on 

his own account on the property he called ‘Greenvale’. At his death, Peter had more than 120 living 

descendants. His daughter Christina married Duncan BUCHANAN, and they did very well farming at 

Square Mile, south of Mt Gambier. 

You can read about the BUCHANAN family in my BUCHANAN narrative previously published. 
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