
John SQUIRE  1881 - 1952 

Web page: https://jansquire.com/tng/getperson.php?personID=I21&tree=squire

What would be needed in 1911 for John SQUIRE to leave his work in Bristol and hop on a boat to South 
Australia? There were certainly adverts in all the Somerset and Gloucestershire papers advertising for 
servants and labourers to come to South Australia for guaranteed work. John was a qualified wheelwright, 
and it seemed that he arrived in Adelaide, and went at once to Port Wakefield to work for the South 
Australian railways. Three years later, his girlfriend, Ethel GILL, also from Bristol, followed, and they 
married the day she arrived in Adelaide. Ethel was a first cousin to John, so is that why they came to live 
half way around the world? John and Ethel never returned to Somerset to see their family, but they did 
make a satisfying life for themselves here. 

The earliest ancestral SQUIRE I can find is Robert SQUIRE born around 1660 somewhere south of Tiverton 
Devon. Over several generations, the family gradually moved north, through Uplowman and Wiveliscombe, 
towards Minehead/Dunster in Somerset. Robert is the 5 x great grandfather of John SQUIRE. 

Robert SQUIRE’s son, also a Robert, was born in 1690 in Cadeleigh, Devon. He married Agnes STEVENS in 
1719, in Uplowman Devon. They had four children and the eldest, Symon, was born in 1721 in Uplowman, 
close to Tiverton Devon. 

Fig 1 
Robert jnr was 
born in 
Cadeleigh, 
marked as 1 on 
the map. 

Symon SQUIRE was baptised at Uplowman, Devon in July 1721. Symon married Ann SALTER in 1751 in 
Uplowman, and had a son, Robert, born in 1751, rather soon after their marriage. Uplowman is a small 
village near Tiverton, Devon, and south of Wiveliscombe, where later generations lived. Symon and his 
predecessors and descendants were probably agricultural labourers, although the region also had 
significant mining and manufacturing activities occurring. 

Robert married a pregnant Mary CHAVE in 1773, still in Uplowman, and they had five children. The eldest 
was John, born in 1773 in Uplowman. 

John grew up in Uplowman, and married Elizabeth DALLEN in 1799, in the village of Washfield, Devon, a bit 
to the west of Uplowman. They moved North East to Wiveliscombe in Somerset, where their eldest child 
Richard was born in 1806. The younger son Isaac (senior) was born in 1815 a bit to the west in Upton. It is 
interesting to ponder how they moved the 15 or so kilometres to Wiveliscombe, whether they walked, or 
had a horse and cart. How many belongings would they have had? 



Fig. 1 - Map 
showing the 
location of 
Uplowman (1), 
south of 
Wiveliscombe, 
Somerset, where 
the Squire family 
lived for a 
considerable 
time.  

The SQUIRE family were in Wiveliscombe from about 1805 till 1886, when they moved even further north, 
to Alcombe, near Dunster. Isaac senior was born in 1815 in Wiveliscombe, and married Mary REDWOOD in 
1838. They stayed close to Wiveliscombe while children were being born. However, Mary died in 1853 and 
Isaac married again in 1859, to Elizabeth HODGE. There seem to be two more children, but it is unclear 
whether they were born before or after this marriage. They had moved a bit further south, to Dulverton, 
where their last child was born. There were nine children to Isaac, the fifth being Isaac SQUIRE junior, born 
in 1846. 

Isaac junior married Emily GILL, beginning a multi generation connection between the GILL and SQUIRE 
families. Emily had left her home in Alcombe to work as a servant in a nearby rectory at Exton, and married 
Isaac in 1877. Emily’s mother Mary died in 1886, so Isaac, Emily and family moved to Alcombe to support 
her father, James GILL. Emily and her brother William GILL had grown up nearby, before William moved to 
Bristol to marry and raise his family. His children included Ethel, soon to follow cousin John (Isaac and 
Emily’s third child) to Adelaide in South Australia. I was fortunate to visit Alcombe in 2003 and in 2007, and 
took photographs of Isaac and Emily’s house, Staunton Cottage (see below). 

Isaac and Emily had five children, and had the SMITH family as neighbours. When Charlie SMITH’s mum 
died quite young, Isaac and Emily fostered young Charlie for a few years while his dad looked after a very 
disabled sibling. 

Fig. 2 – Staunton Cottage, taken 
when I visited in 2007. The rear 
extension was added long after 
Isaac and Emily lived here. 



John SQUIRE was the third child of Isaac and Emily SQUIRE, born at Alcombe in 1881, on the Dunster Castle 
estate, and by the 1901 census, he was described as a coach builder. In 1911, he was living in Bristol as a 
boarder, still listed as a coach builder. He departed London in September 1911, on the ship Athenic, bound 
for Port Hobart. He clearly disembarked in Port Adelaide, and seems to have made his way quite quickly to 
Port Wakefield, where he worked for the South Australian Railways. 

Ethel GILL, at almost 30 years of age, left London in September 1914 on the ship Orsova, alighting in 
Adelaide. John met Ethel at Port Adelaide on her arrival, so that must have taken some planning. Once 
John and Ethel married (the day she arrived in Adelaide), they settled into Port Wakefield life, living at 16 
Edward Street with their only child Ken, born 1917. The house looks like it should be condemned, and it 
seems that no-one is living there. But at least it still stands, and I have a recent photograph. John appears 
to have become a blacksmith,  identified as such in the Sands and Mac directories, and both John and Ethel 
were involved in their local Methodist Church. John may also have been the local undertaker for a while, 
because of several notices in local newspapers (accessed from Trove).  

Interestingly, one of the witnesses to John and Ethel’s marriage was Maude RANN, soon to marry Edwin 
RUNDLE, and the mother of Connie RUNDLE, who married Ken SQUIRE in June 1944. I suspect Maud was a 
person roped in by the Port Adelaide Methodist Church church minister to be a witness, but she must have 
remained lifelong friends to Ethel and John. 

I have found mention of John SQUIRE in local 
papers. In the Wooroora Producer, a Balaklava 
newspaper, dated 27 May 1937, John and Ken are 
mentioned in news about a recent Literary 
Society meeting. 

We can also see that John was the local 
undertaker for a time, and he had alsobeen 
listed as a blacksmith. It was likely he 
would no longer have been employed by 
the Railways at this time. This notice was in 
The Advertiser (Adelaide), dated 13 April 
1934. 

John retired around 1941, and moved to Torrensville, Adelaide, where they bought a house in Stephens 
Avenue. Sadly, my grandmother Ethel, died in April 1943, before I was born. However, Ken carried on the 
name as an only child, and married Constance (Connie) RUNDLE in 1944. It is understood that Ethel SQUIRE 
and Maude RUNDLE contrived to introduce Ken and Connie, and the partnership was formed. There are 
anecdotal stories that Ken was ‘a bit of a lad’ in his youth, but he certainly settled down after marriage. 



Ken trained as a fitter and turner, but he quickly started studying and became an Accountant (AASA) by 
about 1950. He worked freelance in the fifties, building a number of houses, including two that we lived in. 
From about 1956, Ken worked as the Administrator for the Congregational Church in South Australia. He 
was a lay preacher, and instrumental in setting up Aged Care homes under the banner of the 
Congregational Church. These included Rose Park, Clayton and Maitland Congregational Homes for the 
Aged.  

There are plenty of other SQUIRE families in Adelaide, but I have not yet found any connection to any of 
them. I have started a project to explore this further, and continue work on this infrequently. 

Ken and Connie (nee RUNDLE) lived with John SQUIRE till he died in his sleep in 1952, unfortunately on 
brother Jeff’s birthday. As a five and a half year old, I remember that morning well. Ken and Connie 
brought three children into this world, Graham in 1946, (later to morph into Jan), Jeff in 1949, and Val in 
1956. There followed six grandchildren and five great grandchildren (as at January 2020).



Related Surnames through Marriage 

Emily GILL  1851 - 1939 

Emily GILL married Isaac SQUIRE (junior) in 1877, and were the parents of John SQUIRE, the South 
Australian immigrant. She probably was born at Staunton Cottage, Alcombe, Somerset, where her parents 
James and Mary GILL (nee CRAZE) lived on the Dunster Castle Estate. Emily grew up in Alcombe, and at age 
19 years (1871 census), was working as a servant in the Rectory, Exton, Somerset. This was around 8 miles 
from Wiveliscombe where Isaac SQUIRE grew up, and I think a 2 hour walk would have been within the 
range that people would have routinely walked in the nineteenth century. They obviously met, courted, 
and married six years later. 

Emily’s earliest ancestor I can identify was John GILL, born around 1755. He married Joan HAWKES in 1799, 
in Exton, so there was a family link to the town that Emily found work in, some ninety years later. John and 
Joan had three children, the second being William, born in 1781 at Selworthy, Somerset. Selworthy was 
around 4 miles west of Minehead, and north of Exton. John was probably a farm labourer, so was likely 
moving around to find work. 

William GILL married Mary WATTS in 1805 in Dunster. They had eight children, all born in Alcombe, two 
miles north west of Dunster, and close to Minehead. They probably lived in Marshfield Road, as Wally 
GILSON showed me some GILL houses in this street in 2007. Their fifth child was James GILL, born in 1811 
in Alcombe, Somerset. James was a twin, and followed another pair of twins eighteen months earlier. 

James GILL married Mary CRAZE in 1835 at the parish church in Dunster. James and Mary had nine 
children,the fifth being William GILL born 1845, and the seventh was our Emily GILL born 1851. William is 
important because his daughter Ethel, later married one of Emily’s children, John SQUIRE. 

Emily GILL was born in Staunton Cottage in Alcombe in 1851, and married Isaac SQUIRE in 1877 in Exton. 
She must have regarded this parish highly, for she married here rather than at her birth parish at Dunster. 
In the 1881 census, Emily is recorded with two children in Hemyock, in Devon, but without Isaac.  When 



Emily’s mother died in 1886, the family moved back to Staunton Cottage to support her father James GILL. 
They stayed here till Isaac died in 1924, after which Emily moved to Lynmouth to be with her daughter 
Lottie. 

The story continues in the SQUIRE narrative, above. 

Mary REDWOOD 
Mary REDWOOD was John SQUIRE’s grandmother. She married Isaac SQUIRE senior in 1838 in 
Wiveliscombe Somerset. They probably met in Wiveliscombe where they married, as Mary was born well 
to the south in 1807, and Isaac to the west. Mary’s grandfather was Robert REDWOOD, born around 1755 
in Devon, where he married a different Mary before 1779. Their son John REDWOOD was born that year. 

John married Ann COLLARD in Huntsham Devon, in 1804, and had three children including Mary 
REDWOOD, born 1807 in Hockworthy Devon. John probably had brought his family to Wiveliscombe before 
Mary married Isaac, as he is living with them in the 1841 census. 

The story continues in the SQUIRE narrative, above. 

Elizabeth SCADDING 
Elizabeth SCADDING was John SQUIRE’s great grandmother. She was born in 1779, in Farway Devon, which 
is some 25 km east of Exeter. She had moved nearer to Exeter when she married John SQUIRE at the 
curiously named Clyst St Lawrence in 1801. John and Elizabeth had two children, Richard in Wiveliscombe, 
and Isaac in Upton Somerset in 1815. 

The story continues in the SQUIRE narrative, above. 

Mary CHAVE 
Mary CHAVE was John SQUIRE’s great great grandmother. She was born in 1752 in Uplowman, to a family 
who had spent generations here. She married Robert SQUIRE in 1773 and they brought up eight children 
here. In fact, the SQUIRE family were also long-term residents here. 

Mary’s earliest ancestor I can find is her grandfather John CHAVE, also born in Uplowman. John was born in 
1677, and married Elizabeth CULME in 1703, in, you guessed it, Uplowman Devon. They had seven 
children, the sixth being Samuel CHAVE, born in 1715. 

Samuel married Ann PODGER in 1748, still in Uplowman. They had nine children, and their second child is 
Mary CHAVE, born 1752. Mary married Robert SQUIRE in 1773, in Uplowman, and together they raised 
eight children. The eldest was John SQUIRE, born in 1773, in Uplowman. 

The story continues in the SQUIRE narrative, above. 

Ann SALTER 
Ann SALTER was the great x3 grandmother of John SQUIRE. She was born around 1725, and married Symon 
SQUIRE in 1751 in Tiverton. There are too many possibilities to be sure of her birth details or how many 
children they had, but their son Robert SQUIRE was born in 1751. Robert married Mary CHAVE. 



The story continues in the SQUIRE narrative, above. 

Agnes STEVENS 
Agnes STEVENS was the great x4 grandmother of John SQUIRE. She may have been born in Stogumber in 1697, but 
the only possible record differs in important aspects. She married Robert SQUIRE in 1719. 

The story continues in the SQUIRE narrative, above. 



Facebook Summary

What would be needed in 1911 for John SQUIRE to leave his work in Bristol and hop on a boat to South 
Australia? There were certainly adverts in all the Somerset and Gloucestershire papers advertising for 
tradesmen, servants and labourers to come to South Australia for guaranteed work. John was a qualified 
wheelwright, and it seemed that he arrived in Adelaide, and went at once to Port Wakefield to work for 
the South Australian railways. Three years later, his girlfriend, Ethel GILL, followed, and they married the 
day she arrived in Adelaide. Ethel was a first cousin to John, so is that why they came to live half way 
around the world? John and Ethel never returned to Somerset to see their family, but they did make a 
satisfying life for themselves here. 

John’s parents were Isaac SQUIRE and Emily GILL. They married in 1877, and John grew up near Dunster, 
Somerset, in England. 

John’s grandparents were Isaac SQUIRE and Mary REDWOOD. They married in 1838, in Wiveliscombe, 
Somerset, where Isaac jnr grew up. 

John’s great grandparents were John SQUIRE and Elizabeth SCADDING. They married in the village of Clyst 
St Lawrence, Devon, just over the border from Somerset. Isaac snr would have grown up mostly in 
Wiveliscombe. 

John’s great x2 grandparents were Robert SQUIRE and Mary CHAVE. They were married in 1773, in 
Uplowman, Devon. Their son John would have spent his early life in Uplowman. 

John’s great x3 grandparents were Symon SQUIRE and Ann SALTER. They married in 1751, in Tiverton, 
Devon, but would have lived most of their adult life in Uplowman, where son Robert grew up. 

John’s great x4 grandparents were Robert SQUIRE and Agnes STEVENS. They were married in Uplowman 
Devon, in 1719. Their son Symon would have spent almost all his life there. 

John’s great x5 grandparents were Robert and Grace SQUIRE, but this is where the on-line records stop. 
We can be confident it would have been in or close to Uplowman Devon. 

Over some 200 years, the SQUIRE family moved from around Tiverton, in northeast Devon, to towns close 
to Minehead and Dunster, on the coast of the Bristol channel in Somerset, a distance of only around 20 
miles. One hundred years ago, John SQUIRE relocated to Adelaide, South Australia, where our relatively 
small family (numerically) still lives. The full narrative of the SQUIRE family can be read or downloaded as 
desired. 

February 2020. 
Jan SQUIRE 
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