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A LIST OF QUSTRALIAN STARFISHES.

By the Rev J. E. Tenson Woons, F.G.S., F.L.S.,

President of the Linnean Soc., N.S'W., Hon. Member of the
Adelaide Phil. Soc., &e., &e.

A list of Australian Starfishes has long been a desideratum
amongst naturalists. It has been rather difficult to obtain,
because of the scattered way in which the various species
peculiar to our coasts have been described. The British
Museum Catalogue of Gray is very imperfect, and the
same may be said of Miiller & Troschel’s System der Asteriden
(Braunshweig, 4to., 1842, with twelve copper plates.) Agassiz’s
Memories on the subject have never been completed, and at
the present day there is no good general work on Starfishes.
Quite recently (1878), M. Edmond Perrier, Professor of Zoology
(Mollusea and Zoophytes) at the Museum of Natural History
_in Paris since 1876, has published a very interesting memoir on
the geographical distribution of Starfishes (Nouvilles Archives
du Museum, 2nd series, vol. 1, p. 1.) The nature of the essay
does not permit of any definition of species or genera, but he
gives lists of names which will be found very useful to the
mquirer. It is pleasing to observe also that he makes
flattering qnention of the work of Captain Hutton, of New
Zealand, the only naturalist who has dealt with the subject in
Australasia. In dividing the Pacific region into four provinces
Professor Perrier makes the Australian region one and gives
us credit for 46 species. I am enabled to increase the number
to some extent in the list which I subjoin, but I am fully aware
‘how imperfect it must be since more than 70 have been deter-
mined by me in the various Australian collections, public and
- private, and from specimens found by myself. It will be seen
also that I am able to afford information as to the habitat of a
_very few of the species named, but I propose to follow this
brief paper with a much more detailed one, in which I shall
furnish bibliographical references. I venture, however, to
hope that this very brief enumeration will give some help to
students and naturalists who may desire to deal with the
subject. I shall be very glad to receive further communications
rom any one on the subject, who may know of Australian
_ species not enumerated here, so as to make my future list as

complete as possible. :
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FAMILY ASTERIADZE.
GENUS—ASTERIAS, Linné, 82 species.

. A. CATAMARTA, Gray.

Common in Port Jackson, Twofold Bay, and probably
on all the South-East coast of Australia. Tasmania;
also in the Mauritius and New Zealand.

. A. FUNGIFERA, K. Perrier.
. A. GLOBIFERA, Gray.

Tasmania.

. A. erANIFERA, Lamarck.

Australia.

‘With five subterete rays, reticulately granular, longer
granules, shot-like. The back is covered with a net-
work of round grains, with granular, smooth-like
points, some small, some large, with a small pedicel.

. A. ronyerax, Muller and Troschel.

Tasmania.

. A. SINUSOIDEA, K. Perrier.

Storm Bay, Tasmania.

. A. vENUISPINA, Lamarck.

This is a Mediterranean species, and its occurrence in
Australia is doubtful. Von Martensis the authority.
It has, however, a very wide range, and occurs in
Mauritius.

GENUs CALVASTERIAS, Perrier.

. C. aAsTERINOIDES, K. Perrier.

Cape Grenville, Torres Straits, North Australia.

Faminy ECHINASTERIDE.
GENUS SOLASTER, Horbes, 8 species.

. 5. pECANUS, Muller and Troschel.

S. W. Australia.

Faminy LINCKIADZE.
GExus NECTRIA, 2 species.

10. N. ocELLIFERA, Lamarck.

It may help to its identification to give its diagnosis.
Unarmed, pentagonal angles extended, corniculate;
back convex, tesselated with rounded granular, nearly
spherical plates.

FaMIny GfONIASTERIDZE.
GENUS ANTHENEA, Groy, 7 species.

11. A. Acuna, E. Perrier.
12. A. TUBERCULOSA, Gray.

Port Essington.
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Genvus Curcira, Gray, 8 species.

. C. PENTANGULARIS, Gray.
N. E. Australia. Chevert expedition. West Australia
(Gray).
. C. Nova GuiNem, Muller and Troschel.
N. E. Australia. Chevert Expedition.

Genus Gontopiscus, Muller and Troschel, 9 species.

G. sEr1ATUS, Muller and Troschel..
South-West Australia. %

GEenvs PeENnraceros, Linck, 31 species.

P. avstravnis, Liitken.
. FraNkLINII, Gray.
. GRACILIS, Liitken.
East Australia.
GRANULOSUS, Gray.
‘West Australia.
. NoDULOSUS, H. Perrier.
. VALVULATUS, Muller and Troschel.
South-West Australia.
. TURRITUS, Linck.
N.E. coast, Cape Grenville; Port Essington (Zofe).

GENUs PENTAGONASTER, Linck, 94 species.

P. raxinrosvs, Gray.
Port Essington.
P. inzqQuaLIs, Gray.
Endeavour River.
P. spiNvLosus, Gray.
~ Port Denison, Cleveland Bay.
P. (Doriaawa) DuBeNI, Gray.
West Australia. South Australia (Zate.)
P. (Doricona) Gunnii, E. Perrier,

‘Who gives the locality George Town, Australia, pro-
bably meaning CGeorge Town at Port Dalyrmple,
Tasmania. The species is found on the Victorian
coasts also.

P. (Dor16ONA) PULCHELLUS.
New South Wales coast, Tasmania, and New Zealand.
P. (SreLnastER) BELCHERI, Gray.
North-East Australia, New Guinea.
P. (SreLrastEr) CHILDRENI, Gray.
Port Darwin, Cape Cleveland.
P. (STELLASTER) ¢RANULOSUS, H. Perrier.
New South Wales.
P. (SrernastER) INCEI, Gray.
South Australia, King’s Island, Cape York.
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51. A. varea, Muller and Troschel.

, South-West Australia (. and 7'). Port Jackson.
1 am notcertain of this identification; it may be an
undescribed species. )

33. P. (Tos1a) ASTROLOGORUM, Muller and Troschel.
34. P. (Tosia) AurATUS, Gray.
35. P. (Tosia) AUSTRALIS, Gray. :
West Australia. South Australiaand Tasmania (Zat
36. P. (Tos1a) GRANDIS. ' ‘
West Australia.
37. P. (Tosta) MaeNTFICUS, Muller and Troschel.
Tasmania and Bass’ Straits. Apollo Bay?
38. P. (Tosta) woBiLis, Muller and Troschel.
Manly Beach, New South Wales? South-Wi
Australia. '
39. P. (Tosta) orwarus, Muller and Troschel.
Port Stephens or Moreton Bay?
40. P. (Tos1a) RUBER, Gray.
South Coast?
41. P. (ToS1A) TUBERCULARIS, Gray.
Swan River and Champion River, West Australia.

GENUS ARCHASTER, Muller and Troschel, 9 species.
52. A. aneuTnATUS, Muller and Troschel.

Port Darwin. Torres Straits.

53. A. myeicus, Muller and Troschel. :
Cape Grenville, Endeavour River, Port Darwin.

FaMILY ASTERINID.E.
GENvUs ASrERINA, Nardo, 28 species.

492. A. cancar, Lamanarck.
This species is very common all along the south co?
and in N. 8. Wales as far as Port Jackson. Tasmani
438. A. Exiava, Lamarck.
The same localities, and extending into Tropical
tralia. It is also found at the Cape of Good
Java, the Mollucas. Verysmall; pentagonal, co
with very minute pores ; concave papillose bel
44. A. GunNII, Gray.
All the south eoast and Tasmania.
45. A. REGULARIS, Verrill.
Australia, and in New Zealand.

GExvs Patricia, Gray, 2 species.
46. P. crassa, Gray.
West Australia.
47. P. OCELLIFERA, Gray.
West Australia.
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FaMILy ASTROPECTENIDE.
Gexus AstropECTEN, Linck, 62 species.
48. A. POLYACANTHUS, Muller and Troschel.
Very common in Port Jackson.
49. A. TrisErIATUS, Philipps.
South-West Australia.
50. A. Presstr, Muller and Troschel. : ;
West Australia; South-West Australia (2. and




