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Effie Barrett 

Effie Barrett was born in December 1884, in Mount Gambier, to Hugh Barrett and Flora Buchanan. Hugh was a 

partner in a drapery business, but the partnership was dissolved in 1900 over a disagreement with his partner. The 

family moved to Adelaide where Hugh set up a foot-ware business in Rundle Street, close to Frome Road. The shop 

was demolished when Frome Road was widened around fifty years ago. 

Effie started work as an assistant in dadΩs shop, but was soon working at BalfourΩs café in King William Street and 

later Rundle Street. Many of the post cards seem to be addressed to Effie c/o the Café, so were they ΨadmirersΩ? 

They were unsuccessful, for Effie married Gordon Meincke in 1911. They must have known each other for a few 

years before this event, although Gordon had been at sea until about 1908 at least. 

Two children came from this union, Jack Meincke (1914) and Joan Langdon. Jack and most of the extended family 

changed their surname to Langdon in 1915, to avoid anti-German sentiment during WW1. Joan was born in 1919, so 

avoided this change. The Meincke family have been the subject of a similar PDF show-casing Postcards from the 

early 1900Ωs, and the two families are now connected through marriage. I am grateful that someone kept these Post 

Cards for over 110 years. 

Effie lived for 71 years, dying in October 1956, in Adelaide. Gordon died in 1964. 

Many of the Postcards are addressed to 

Miss Effie Barrett at 9 Cairns Street, 

Adelaide. Others were addressed to her 

c/o BalfourΩs Café. This is the front of the 

Cairns Street house, but it seems to have 

been significantly upgraded and extended 

inside. You should be able to see photos in 

Google (or your search engine) by 

searching on the street address. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Commercial St, Mt Gambier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: Miss Barrett 

9 Cairns Street 

Adelaide. 

Many happy returns of the 13th ς what terrible weather you have had it has been quite cool here ς is Edna coming 

ǿƛǘƘ !ƎƴŜǎ ƛŦ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ the ς with Gert. Not going anywhere for the Xmas holidays. Father going to the 

river after Xmas duties. Once will by trains & - from Adelaide here. Love to all. 

  



 

tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ IŀǊƭŜƛƎƘΩΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: Miss Effie Barrett 

9 Cairns Street 

Adelaide 

²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ άIŀǊƭŜƛƎƘέΦ 

  



 

The Bluff, Port Victor and 

Hindmarsh River, South Aust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To:  Miss E B Barrett 

9 Cairns Street 

Adelaide  SA. 

12 October 1907. 

Dear Effie, 

Just finished breakfast. Others have gone to get ready for a walk and a paddle. I think we are going to walk along the 

beach to Port Elliot about 4 miles. This picture is taken from the road to P E. We had a drop of rain during the night 

and plenty of wind. It is beautiful and fresh walking about her no dust. We are expecting - - down here today to stop 

over Sunday. Vic say he can do with any amount of this sort of life. Hoping you have all escaped the flu[?]. I am etc 

Field. 

  


